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South Burlington Community ELL Library


In 2004, South Burlington, in addition to its Title III Grant, was awarded an additional $38,000 “Emergency Immigrant Grant” which we call the “New Immigrants Grant.”  This grant is awarded to the school district reporting the highest number of new immigrants enrolled in the district schools.  South Burlington happened to have the highest number that year.  The ELL teachers in the district decided to work together to create a library that would be useful to immigrants in the community.  Fortunately, the Community Library is housed in South Burlington High School, and they were willing to accept the collection.


The ELL teachers met several times throughout the year and compiled lists of materials that were then ordered.  As the materials arrived, they were catalogued and stored in the back of the library.  The ELL teachers worked with carpenters to design and build a special bookshelf that would house the collection.  

The collection includes bilingual dictionaries, bilingual literature, including the Harry Potter books in several different languages.  It includes basic bilingual picture books and primary readers, beginning and intermediate readers, and advanced literature.  There are teacher resources for classroom use, geared toward ELL learners in the classroom, and geography, science and mathematics books in many different languages.    There are materials for adults, including information on citizenship, survival skills, U. S. Government, the Constitution, the Judicial System, and American culture.  There are also language instruction programs for adults and a small CD and DVD collection of these instructional materials.  


For immigrants interested in attending college, there are several copies of the TOEFL practice test DVD and SAT study guides.  The collection also includes 3 laptop computers that can be used in the library.

The one thing that was missing was community notification.  A parent in the district, Jennifer Borch, agreed to write an article about the library for The Other Paper, the local South Burlington newspaper.  In addition, she is writing a letter that will be sent to parents in the district. The Other Paper article is included with the hard copy of this report and is posted in the dropbox. 

